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when th e  d a y  comes t hat peo p l e  s t a r t ...s top u s i n g  p l a t itudes to 
obscure reality. T he fact of t h e  m a t t e r  is t h a t  w e  h a v e  to live 
w i t h i n  our me ans and t hat also a p plies to t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Nebraska, an d  th e r e  are five campuses. Curtis, Nebraska, was
left out. I d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  of yo u  are g o i n g  to v ote for 
this. Y o u  at least h a v e  the chance. A n d  I ask y o u  to think
about w h e r e  t his m o n e y  comes from. S e nator W e h r b e i n  p o i n t e d  out 
that we d o n ' t  h a v e  control of all of our b u d g e t  so we h ave to 
m ake the cuts wh e r e  we can, an d  t he l a r gest numb e r  is the
U n i v e r s i t y  of Nebraska, and t h e  numb e r  t hat this ame nd men t puts 
on there for aid to th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of N e b r a s k a  is less than
2 p e rcent of their o p e r a t i n g  budget. If t h e y  can't cut
2 p e r c e n t  out of their b u d g e t  w i t h  ease t h e n  I h o p e  they don't 
h a v e  any t h i n g  to do in t e a c h i n g  b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  or 
a c c o unting or h u m a n  resources, w h i c h  u s e d  to b e  called
personnel. If they can't do t h a t  they s h o u l d n ' t  b e  tea c h i n g  at 
all. T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Kruse.

SENATOR KRUSE: T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker. Members, I will be very
brief. I s t a n d  to opp o s e  th e  amend m e n t  t h a t  is b e f o r e  us and to 
strongly res i s t  any f u rther cuts to our university. A n d  I'm not 
g o i n g  to rep e a t  w h a t  has b e e n  said. It's b e e n  a good 
discussion. I a f f i r m  that. I've h e a r d  a lot about damages to 
the university. I h a v e  a g r e a t e r  concern. I h a v e  c o ncern about 
dama g e  to Nebraska. If we cut into this, w e  are in t r ouble with 
economic development. The u n i v e r s i t y  is our stron g e s t  card in 
t hat and ha s  b e e n  for m a n y  years. It is the w a y  we dra w people 
to this state and w e  n e e d  t o  p a y  atten t i o n  to that kind of 
r esource and t hat kind of investment. If we w a n t  to talk about 
w here the increases come from, if we ' r e  real l y  g o i n g  to look at
cutting, we n e e d  to t a l k  a b o u t  wh e r e  the incr e a s e s  come from.
T here are t h r e e  b i g  ones. T h e y  are local aid, children, and the
elderly, and we say t h e y ' r e  sacrosanct. Well, local aid is not
sacrosanct. If we real l y  feel w e  have to cut t h e n  there's the 
bi g  targ e t  to cut on. M y  a s s e s s m e n t  of w h a t  I h e a r  is that the 
public, our people, d o  no t  w ant to cut chi l d r e n  and elderly, but 
if we' re looking for b ig chunks that's w h e r e  w e ' r e  go i n g  to have 
to g o . I ... I support the budg e t  in the wa y  it has been 
p r e s e n t e d  to us. Th a n k  you.
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